On Being Heard: Protest, Imperialism, and the Adéniazousai

I. Aristophanes, Lysistrata 387-398:
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IIa. Plutarch, Nikias 13.7:
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So the women’s licentiousness has flared up again then?
Again with their drumbeating, their crowded Sabazior rites,
their Adoniasmos—that rite-on-the-roof

I myself once heard in the assembly?

While Demostratos—damn him!—was saying,

“Salil to Sicily!,” his wife was dancing,

“aiar Adomis,” she said; and while Demostratos

was saying, “Enlist the Zakynthian hoplites!,”

on her roof his somewhat-drunken wife said,

“Strike yourselves for Adonis!” But he forced the issue,
that enemy of the gods, that polluted Aholozyges.

Such is the licentiousness of women.

But also the events of the days during which [the Atheni-
ans] were sending out the expedition disturbed more than
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IIb. Plutarch, Alcibiades 18.2-3:
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a few, for the women were holding the Adonia at the time.
Little images [of Adonis] were being laid out in many
places across the polis, and there were funerals and women
lamenting for them, so that those who made anything of
such things felt misgivings and feared that the powerful ar-
mament, though it had so manifest a splendor and
strength, should be quickly extinguished.

And after the demos voted in favor [of the expedition] and
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III. X Ar. Lys. 389:
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after everything was ready for its departure, there occurred
several inauspicious omens, especially in connection with a
festival. For the Adonia was happening during that time,
so that little images [of Adonis] were being laid out by the
women like corpses laid out for burial, and they held mock-
burials as they beat their breasts and sang laments.

o Adwriaopds: The women celebrate rites for the gods that
are neither publicly funded nor prescribed [i.e. counted
among the ‘official’ rites].
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IV. Plato, Phaedrus 276b:

20K 700€ 01 pot ermré’ o vobv Exwr yewpyos, v Socrates: ‘Well tell me this: would a sensible farmer, who
omepUATWY KNOOLTO Kal Eykapma Povlotro cares for his seeds and who wishes them to become fruitful,
yevéolar, méTepa omovdsj av Bépous eis Adwwidos  plant them in all seriousness during the summer in gardens

knmrovs dpwv xaipot Jewpdv kalovs ev nuépatow of Adonis and then rejoice at seeing them become beautiful
OKT® YUyvouévous, 1) Tabra pev 01 mawdias e kal in eight days, or would he do this, whenever he did it at all,
€opTijs xapw dpwm dv, 67e kat mowol” € ois 8¢  for fun and amusement; and when he was serious, would he
€0TTOUDAKEV, T YEWPYLKT] XPWUEVOS AV TEXVT), not, using his agricultural skill, having sown his seeds in the
OTElpas €ls TO TPOOTIKOV, AyaT®Y) AV €V 6ydow  proper place at the proper time, be content with what he
unvl 6oa éomeper Té\os AaSdvTa; has sown attaining maturity in seven months?’

V. Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum 6.7.3:

aBporovov 8¢ paldov amo omépuaros PAaoTavee  Wormwood sprouts better from a seed than from a root or
1) amo pilns kal TapaocTddos: xalemas d¢ Kkal a cutting, and it is difficult even from a seed. It is grown
a0 OTEPUATOS® TPOUOTXEVOULEVOY <OE> €V from planted cuttings in ostraka Just like the gardens of Ado-
ooTpakxols wotep ot Adwwidos kijmrot Tob Bépovs.  nis in the summer.
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